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SPEAK UP 2006  
PRivatization and the Public Good
how public services are defined and delivered is an ongoing 
controversy with important policy implications. the outcome of 
these discussions will affect the living standards of everyone in british 
columbia. are services more effectively and efficiently delivered by the 
private sector? by the government? by a combination of private sector 
and government? by a non-profit third party? can there be universal 
service in a privatized environment? our water service, health care 
delivery, transportation system, public education and our use of public 
space are all affected by these decisions. 

about the SPeak uP SeRieS
vancouver Public library is committed to encouraging 
public discussion on important issues. libraries, often 
considered the “people’s university” or the “living 
room of the community,” are a natural place for such 
discussion. With over 6.5 million visits per year, vPl 
draws a variety of people who want to borrow material, 
research a topic, access the internet, ask a question, 
and/or attend one of the hundreds of programs at the 
central library and branches throughout the city. With 
so many people from a variety of diverse communities 
using the library, it is an obvious place for people to 
come together to talk about community and current 
issues.

now in its second year, Speak Up is a library program 
focusing on public dialogue. every effort has been 
made to have a broad range of speakers for each 
session but budget limitations and lack of speaker 
availability has limited the range in some sessions. a 
resource list and questions that cover the spectrum of 
opinions is available for each session.

about thiS Guide
this guide was created to enhance your understanding of this issue. 
We hope it provides you with many useful resources to enrich your 
experience of Speak Up.



PrivAtizing HEAltH CArE:  
the diSeaSe oR the cuRe?

health care services are essential to our well being at every stage of our 
life. Join us as Speak Up explores issues associated with our health care 
system. is universal health care important? What constitutes universal 
health care? can it be better provided through a single government-
controlled model, a totally privatized model or a mix? What is the 
experience in other countries? how does canada’s health care system 
compare to others?

tuesday, October 24
Alice MacKay room
Central library 7:30 p.m.
350 W. georgia St.

thursday, november 2
Oakridge Branch 7:30 p.m.
#191-650 West 41st Ave.



SPeakeRS
Margaret McGregor is a clinical assistant professor 
with the department of Family Practice at the 
university of british columbia and a family physician 
at the Mid-Main community health centre in 
vancouver, british columbia. She is also a research 
associate with the centre for clinical epidemiology 

and evaluation at vancouver General hospital. her research topics 
include the study of how nursing homes vary by facility ownership 
and organizational characteristics. She is a member of the board of 
directors of canadian doctors for Medicare.

Robert G. Evans (O.C., Ph.d, FRSC) is a killam 
Professor in the department of economics and a 
member of the centre for health Services and Policy 
Research at ubc. an institute fellow of the canadian 
institute for advanced Research, he was Founding 
director of the institute’s Program in Population 

health from 1987 to 1997. Major publications include Strained Mercy: 
the economics of canadian health care (1984), and Why are Some 
People healthy and others not? the determinants of health of 
Populations (1994).

Don Copeman is an accomplished executive 
who has spent 25 years building businesses in the 
health care and information technology fields. he 
has been the ceo of five healthcare companies 
and a senior executive at some of the world’s 
leading information technology firms. don is an 

active supporter of the united nation’s Millennium Project to end 
extreme poverty and is actively organizing sustainable community 
development and health care infrastructure projects in association 
with the copeman healthcare centre.



FoR diScuSSion
do you consider health care a public good or right that should be 
available to everyone?

Many experts believe that the forces squeezing our health care system 
are global in nature. do you think canada’s crisis is isolated or part of a 
larger trend?

do private health care providers have incentives to reduce costs for care 
or provide better care? 

both pro- and anti-privatization proponents argue that their system 
provides better care. how would you define better care? 

critics of health care privatization often appeal to our canadian values. 
how does universal care fit into the wider context of canadian values or 
culture?

do you think canada should strengthen its focus on illness prevention 
and organize its social structure to preserve health, or should it focus 
more on curing disease? 

almost all oecd countries except the uS have some form of universal 
health care. Why do you think the uS has chosen a different model? 

canada’s system is often compared to the uS’s – how do you think the 
systems compare?

do you think that initiating a two-tier system is inviting a “slippery 
slope” effect that will lead to further privatization or drain resources 
away from the public system?

is a public system, funded by the government, the best way to meet 
health care needs?

Fees for private health insurance premiums in the uS can cost $11,000 
per family, per year, regardless of your socio-economic status. Would 
you be willing to pay that and/or could you afford it?

























Rally. Calgary, Alberta. Photo Credit: Tavis

The Health Care Mess: How We 
Got into It and What It Will Take 
to Get Out 
Julius b. Richmond, Md, & Rashi Fein, 
Phd. (2005)
a former uS Surgeon-General and 
a professor of medical economics 
argues that the “canadian-like” 
system is the most effective, efficient, 
and equitable health care insurance 
system.

Prescription for Excellence: How 
Innovation is Saving Canada’s 
Health Care System 
Michael Rachlis, Md (2004)
argues that universal care was and 
remains the best model and that 
better management and innovation is 
what Medicare needs.

Profit is not the Cure: A Citizen’s 
Guide to Saving Medicare 
Maude barlow (2002)
details the management of private 
health care in other countries and 
the motives and tactics of the pro-
privatization movement.

bookS
Better Medicine: Reforming 
Canadian Health Care 
dr. david Gratzer (ed.) (2002)
thoughtful essays detail other health 
care models with more private-sector 
involvement. 

Bottom Line: The Truth Behind 
Private Health Insurance in Canada 
diana Gibson and colleen Fuller 
(2006)
debates seven beliefs cited as reasons 
for privatizing health care.

Broken Promises: Why Canadian 
Medicare is in Trouble and What 
Can Be Done to Save It 
les vertesi, Md (2003)
argues that canada should institute 
an internal market for health care and 
pay hospitals for their services, instead 
of funding global budgets. 
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Uninsured in America: Life & 
Death in the Land of Opportunity 
Susan Satt Sered and Rushika 
Fernandopulle (2005)
Stories of those who have slipped 
through the cracks in the uS health 
care system. 

Wasting Away: The Undermining 
of Canadian Health Care (2nd ed) 
Pat and hugh armstrong (2003)
argues that privatization schemes 
and a steady but largely invisible 
undermining of the universal health 
care system is the real cause of the 
health care crisis.

What Good Is Health Care? 
dr. nuala P. kenny (2003)
examines the global forces shaping 
our health care debate and asks, 
“What are our values as canadians 
and how should we respond?”

WebSiteS:
canadian doctors for Medicare 
www.canadiandoctorsformedicare.
ca/caseformedicare.html
argues that publicly funded health 
care is better for patients and doctors. 
links to additional articles and 
research reports.

CBC News In Depth: Health Care 
www.cbc.ca/news/background/
healthcare/
detailed articles covering the 
canadian health care debate, and 
comparisons with other countries.

Council of Canadians 
www.canadians.org/browse_
categories.htm?COC_token=&step=2
&catid=218&iscat=1
clear and concise fact sheets 
opposing health care privatization.



Fraser Institute 
www.fraserinstitute.ca/health/index.
asp?snav=he
argues that applying market forces 
to canada’s health care system will 
reduce spending and improve care.

It’s about Access (Canadian 
Medical Association) 
www.cma.ca/index.cfm/ci_id/48620/
la_id/1.htm
this report explores scenarios for 
expanding Medicare and involving 
private care. 

Mending Medicare (Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives) 
www.policyalternatives.ca/
Reports/2006/05/ReportsStudies1364/
index.cfm?pa=BB736455

an accessible, magazine-style report 
that outlines the benefits of universal 
health care and provides background 
on other health care models.

OECD Health Data 2005 -  
Country Notes 
www.oecd.org/document/46/
0,2340,en_2649_37407_34971438_
1_1_1_37407,00.html
descriptions of health care systems 
and statistics for oecd countries, 
including canada and the uS.

Wikipedia: Universal Health Care 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_
health_care

Pro and con arguments for universal 
health care along with definitions and 
further links.

bloGS:
The Health Care Blog
large uS blog dedicated to health 
policy issues. Search for canada to 
find posts and comments. 
www.thehealthcareblog.com/the_
health_care_blog/2003/11/policy_oh_
canad_1.html



PaPeRS  
and aRticleS:
Medicare Critic Turns on Charm, 
Turns up Rhetoric 
toronto Star (June 3, 2006) 
Available through Canadian 
Newsstand at vpl.ca
critic debates points made by dr. 
brian day, a leading physician in the 
health privatization movement. 

Canada Trumps U.S. in Healthcare, 
Study Says  
harvard crimson (June 6, 2006) 
www.thecrimson.com/article.
aspx?ref=513741
an american study reveals that 
although canadians are healthier and 
have greater access to health care, 
americans are more satisfied with 
their care.

Europe’s Health Reforms –  
Hard Lessons 
the tyee (March/april 2006) 
thetyee.ca/Series/2006/03/08/
EuropeHealthReforms/
a hard-hitting series providing 
information about private-public 
partnerships in the countries Gordon 
campbell visited on his recent health 
care tour.

MDs’ Public-Private Opinions 
cMa bulletin 
www.cma.ca/multimedia/CMA/
Content_Images/Inside_cma/CMA_
Bulletin/English/2006/bulletinfeb28.
pdf
how do canadian doctors feel about 
allowing private health insurance? 

Rejecting the Canadian Way 
ottawa citizen (May 18, 2006) 
www.pacificresearch.org/press/
opd/2006/opd_06-05-18sp.html
a canadian living in the uS argues 
that government control over drug 
choice and medical care is harmful.
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August 29, 2006

uPcoMinG SPEAK UP eventS

PRivatization and the Public Good 
SePteMbeR 12 – noveMbeR 28, 2006

P3s: Selling our legacy…or Securing the Future?
tuesday September 12 - central library, 7:30 p.m.

Water Privatization: is the Glass half Full or half empty?
tuesday october 3 – central library, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday october 11 – Renfrew branch, 7:30 p.m. 

Privatizing health care - the disease or the cure? 
tuesday october 24 – central library, 7:30 p.m.

thursday november 2 – oakridge branch, 7:30 p.m.

does Public Space Really belong to everyone?
tuesday november 14 – central library, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday november 22 – hastings branch, 7:30 p.m.

Privatization and the Public Good: a night of dialogue
tuesday november 28 – central library, 7:30 p.m.

the 2006 Speak Up series on Privatization and the Public Good 
wraps up with an evening of public dialogue. Representatives of 
the various sessions held during the fall will be providing some 
introductory comments and then the evening will be given over to 
your participation.


















