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Re: The fight to give voice to stroke patients (Vancouver Sun Al, Aug. 11, 20071

Stroke sufferer Christy Campbell's continuing recovery makes it crystal clear that rehabilitation is a key
to improved health.

When people learn what intensive speech language therapy can do to for the quality of life for a stroke
victim like Ms. Campbell, the question is: why aren't we structuring our health care system to ensure
not just a fortunate few have access to the rehabilitation services they need to recover from illness and
injury?

Governments have historically undervalued speech and language therapists as vital components of the
health care team, and the result has been underfunding of these services in acute and rehabilitative
care.

As president of Health Sciences Association, the union that represents 14,000 health science
professionals who are part of the health care team delivering the diagnosis, treatment and recovery
British Columbians, I am advocating every day for creative and etfective solutions to improve our health
care system. lmproved and integrated rehabilitation services is a key to creating those solutions.

More, not less, rehabilitation is needed to improve patients' outcome - and the bottom line - in health
care. For example, several years ago, the government delisted physiotherapy from MSP. Today, unless
people have extended health insurance, they have limited access to affordable and necessary therapy
to help them recover from injuries and illnesses. In the long run, the health care system doesn't benefit,
as re-injury and limited recovery will often sends patients back into the acute care system.

As the B.C. government wraps up its 'Conversation on Health'this fall, I encourage Health Minister
George Abbott to support the longterm benefits of rehabilitation services delivered in the public
system, rather than the user-pay-andtoo-bad-if-you-can't-afford-it system that British Columbians have
been forced to settle for in recent years.

Sincerely,

frrid tnfuwan
Reid W. Johnson
President
HEALTH SCIENCES ASSOCIATION OF BC
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